CHAPTER 12

Windows, Doors & Window Sills
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WINDOWS, DOORS &
WINDOW SILLS

Notes on setting up a window.

Points to consider before setting up the window frame:

Method employed to span the window opening
in the wall:

: Pre-cast lintels can be used.
: Brick lintels
: Stretcher course

Plastered finish
Unplastered finish
Brick flat

Brick on edge
Brick on end

The height of the windows

Normally the tops of all doors and windows are on the same
level, unless otherwise indicated on the plan.

EXTERIOR INTERIOR
d.p.c.
precast
concrete lintel
joint filled

legrﬁac:tfd slate or tile sill
inclined
brick sill

forms own
drip

Stand the gauge rod next to a positioned door frame and
transfer this height onto the gauge rod.

The actual position of the window in the wall

Generally the window frames are positioned in the centre of
each room on the outside wall, unless otherwise indicated on
plan.
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Clay Bricklaying Made Easy

If a number of similar size windows are to be
built in

For example a hall or large room, and the outside finish is an
unplastered finish (face-brick), the arrangement of the bonding
must be looked at on the first course of the super-structure
to ensure whole bricks in the small brick panels between the
windows.

Welsh Arch:

Abrick cut wedge-shaped like a key brick, and usually supported
by two projecting stretchers. It is used for small openings only
(See photo 65).

Damp-proofing

A damp-proof course (D.P.C.) is placed on the floor slab
wherever exterior and interior walls will be built. A damp-proof
course must also be installed underneath the external sill.
(See Figure 12.1 and Figure 11.23). In solid wall construction,
vertical D.P.C. in the reveals is necessary to prevent water
migration from the outside face of the wall through to the inside
(See Figure 12.2)

Positioning

» Ensure that the parts that open on the frame (sashes),
open outwards.

* Build up the wall.

* Place two bricks flat across the wall. The window frame
will be placed on top of these bricks.

* The window is generally positioned in the centre of the
panel.
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DID YOU KNOW?

In the 18th and 19th centuries Window Tax
was a property tax based on the number of
windows were in a house. To avoid the tax
some houses from the period can be seen
to have bricked-up window spaces ready to
be glazed at a later date.
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Brick-on-Edge Lintel
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Building in Sills
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Building in Doors
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